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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 

RALEIGH  27611 


JAMES  G.  MARTIN 
GOVERNOR 


February  17,  1992 


Dear  Black  High  School  Alumni: 

As  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  I  would  like  to  welcome  all 
attendees  to  "A  Lost  Legacy:  Our  Historically  Black  High 
Schools,"  a  conference  and  exhibit  on  Wake  County's  ten 
formerly  black  high  schools. 

The  North  Carolina  Afro-American  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  Inc.  would  like  to  remember  the  students  of  these 
schools  and  recognize  their  achievements  through  the  years. 
This  project  will  help  all  citizens  of  our  state  remember  our 
once- segregated  school  system  and  reflect  on  the  progress  we 
have  made  since  then. 

I  am  confident  "A  Lost  Legacy:   Our  Historically  Black  High 
Schools"  will  be  successful  in  all  its  purposes. 

Sincerely, 


l^ames  G.  Martin 


Daniel  T    Blue,  Jr. 

SPEAK-ER 


Office  of  tt|E  ^cakur 

Jforttf  (Harnlina  UnuHC  of  ReprejaentatiuEa 
EaUigtj  STBll 

February  19,  1992 


LEGISLATIVE  Building 
Phone   (9i9)  733-3451 


N.  C.  American  Historical 

and  Genealogical  Society 
P.  0.  Box  26785 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27611 

Dear  Members: 


Thank  you  for  letting  me  know  about  your  project  to 
study  and  gather  information  about  black  high  schools  in  Wake 
County.   This  is  certainly  a  unique  and  worthwhile  project 
and  is  very  timely  during  black  history  month. 

Education  in  general  has  played  a  major  role  in  black 
people  reaching  goals  and  potentials  they  would  not  have 
otherwise  attained.   The  high  schools  provided  a  vehicle  for 
black  people  through  which  dreams  and  hopes  could  be 
realized  and  the  contributions  made  by  local  educators  should 
be  documented  and  preserved  for  future  generations.   I  am 
pleased  that  your  Society  recognizes  the  importance  of  the 
role  of  high  schools  in  Wake  County  and  applaud  your  efforts 
in  undertaking  this  project. 


Please  let  me  know  if  I  can 
organizatio.i  as  you  go  about  compl 


stance  to  your 
pro4««vt  I 


me,  Jr. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 


http://archive.org/details/lostlegacyourhisOOunse 


Gity  0f  Raleigh 

SNorth  Garolina 


AVERY  C.  UPCHURCH 
MAYOR 


February  18,  1992 


GREETINGS! 

It  is  my  pleasure  and  indeed  an  honor  to  greet  the  members  of 
the  North  Carolina  Afro-American  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  Inc.  You  are  to  be  commended  for  all  the  time  and  hard 
work  you  have  exhibited  to  form  this  nonprofit  organization  which 
was  founded  in  1985. 


I  encourage  everyone  attending  the  conference  and  exhibit  to 
learn  all  they  can  about  the  education  of  our  youth.  Our  future 
generations  can  share  in  the  glory  and  accomplishments  of  the 
former  black  high  schools  of  Wake  County. 


iiy  best  wishes  to 
conference. 


you  for  a  successful  and  productive 


Sincerely, 


/gc 


OFFICES  •  222  WEST  HARGETT  STREET  •  RALEIGH,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27602 


SecvciM  Paoe' 


Gity  Qf  <J{aleigh 

SNorth  Garolina. 


RALPH    CAMPBELL.  JR 

COUNCILI_OR 

DISTRICT  C 


February  18,  1992 


North  Carolina  Afro-American  Historical 

and  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 
P.  0.  Box  26785 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina   27611-6785 

GREETINGS! 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  send  greetings  to  the  members  of 
the  North  Carolina  Afro-American  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  Inc. 

This  Society  along  with  the  aid  of  several  area  high  school 
alumni  organizations,  are  to  be  commended  for  assembling  an  exhibit 
to  represent  the  achievements  of  the  former  black  high  schools  of 
Wake  County.  Now,  our  future  generations  can  share  in  these 
achievements . 

On  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  I  extend  to  you  our  best  wishes 
for  a  successful  conference. 

Sincerely, 


Ralph  Campbell,  Jr. 
Councillor 
District  C 


OFFICES  •  222  WEST  HARGETT  STREET  •  POST  OFFICE  BOX  590  •  RALEIGH.  NORTH  CAROLINA  27602 
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wake    county    public    school    system 


Robert  E.  Wentz,  Superintendent 


February  19,  1992 


N.C.  American  Historical  &  Genealogical  Society 

P.O.  Box  26785 

Raleigh.  North  Carolina  27611 

Dear  Members: 

I  was  very  pleased  to  learn  of  your  project  to  study  and  present 
materials  on  black  high  schools  in  Wake  County.  I  am  sure  that 
community  support  for  such  an  endeavor  is  extremely  high.  It  is 
important  that  the  program  and  exhibits  are  being  held  during  Black 
History  month.  A  program  reflecting  on  the  contributions  of  local 
educators  to  our  county,  state,  and  nation  is  most  appropriate  and 
should  prove  inspiring  to  the  citizens  of  Wake  County. 

As  African-Americans  have  strived  to  improve  their  economic,  social, 
and  political  status  in  American  society,  education  has  been  their  tool. 
The  black  high  school  provided  the  nutrients  that  gave  movement  to  a 
group  that  had  grown  lethargic  during  the  experiences  of  slavery. 
There  was  much  to  prove  and  black  high  schools  provided  a  vehicle 
through  which  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  a  people  could  be  channeled. 
It  is  appropriate  that  they  be  recognized  for  their  contributions. 

On  behalf  of  the  Wake  County  Public  School  System,  I  applaud  your 
efforts  in  coordination  of  such  a  worthwhile  project  and  wish  you 
success. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Wentz  J 

Superintendent 

BW:ge 


3600  Wake  Forest  Road   m   P.O.  Box  28041   m   Rale:  :''■■  \orth  Carolina  27611  m   (919)850-1606 


WAKE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  SYSTEM 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATE  SUPEFUhfTENDEhfT 
FOR  AUXIUARY  SERVICES 


February  19,  1992 


Mrs.  Linda  Simmons-Henry 
North  Carolina  African-American 

Historic  and  Genealogical  Society 
P.  O.  Box  6785 
Raleigh,  NC  27611-6785 

Dear  Linda: 

Your  efforts  to  preserve  African-American  history  in  North  Carolina, 
centered  around  the  legacy  of  historically  black  high  schools,  is 
laudable.  So  much  of  our  rich  African -American  heritage  has  been  lost 
over  the  years,  that  our  ability  to  share  actual  documentation  with  our 
children  has  been  severely  abridged. 

I  realize  that  oral  history  is  the  predominate  vehicle  for  imparting 
African-American  historical  contributions,  but  so  much  is  lost  when 
"word  of  mouth"  is  the  only  supporting  verification.  Future 
generations  need  factual  information  in  order  to  give  credit  where 
credit  is  due. 

As  a  graduate  of  Merrick-Moore  High  School  in  Durham  County,  which 
is  one  of  the  historically  black  high  schools  you  are  featuring,  I  feel 
indebted  to  some  of  the  most  committed  staff  members  I  have  ever 
encountered.  To  paraphrase  the  great  Winston  Churchill,  never  have 
so  few  done  so  much  for  so  many  with  so  little. 

I  plan  to  participate  in  the  tours  and  lectures  scheduled  in  Durham. 

Please  call  me,  if  I  can  be  of  service. 

Sincerely, 

Bill  McNeal 
BMcN/jc 


3600  WAKE  FOREST  ROAD       •       P.O.  BOX  28041       •       RALEIGH,  NORTH  CAROLINA  2761 1       •       TELEPHONE  (919)650-1900       •       FAX  (919)  850-1990 


NORTH    CRROLINfl    RFRO-RMERICRN    HISTORICAL    &    GENERLOGICRL 

SOCIETY,    INC   , 

P.O.  BOX  26785,  RALEIGH.  NORTH  CARGLS^A  27611-6785 


February  18,  1992 


Dear  Supporters : 

Since  1985  the  Afro-American  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society  has  taken  leadership  in  preserving  the  black 
experience  in  North  Carolina.   Over  the  past  seven  years,  the 
society  has  moved  from  emphasis  mainly  on  family  history  to 
efforts  of  preserving  the  history  and  artifacts  of  black 
institutions.   The  decision  to  concentrate  on  black  high 
schools  was  easy  because  society  members  were  well  aware  of 
the  sentiment  and  pride  related  to  these  institutions  in  the 
community.   It  was  not  easy  to  come  up  with  a  method  of 
channelling  this  smoldering  energy  into  a  program  that  would 
enhance  and  represent  the  positive  impact  that  these 
institutions  had  on  the  collective  black  community.   We  could 
not  have  gauged  the  amount  and  duration  of  support  the 
society  has  received  from  Wake  County  since  the  idea  of 
celebrating  the  black  school  has  taken  flight. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  pause  during  this  1992  Black 
History  Month  celebration  to  revisit  our  black  high  schools 
and  recognize  those  administrators  and  teachers  who  toiled 
under  tiring  circumstances  and  inadequate  materials  and 
facilities  to  plant  in  their  students  a  thirst  and  enthusiasm 
for  education.   Robert  Taylor,  a  Franklin  County  school 
teacher,  contends  that  teachers  in  black  institutions  were 
required  to  make  bricks  out  of  straw.   These  bricks  are  now 
the  cornerstone  of  the  present  black  professional  class. 
Many  wonder  today  if  these  schools  were  so  adept  at 
extracting  more  for  less  then  why  in  the  current  educational 
period  , -do  we  appear  to  be  getting  less  for  more,  especially 
for  mai^  of  our  black  students.   There  could  be  a  lesson  for 
our  current  educational  leaders  in  this  revisit  to  black  high 
schools.   Certainly  the  nurturing  and  basic  skills  learned  in 
these  institutions  sustained  a  number  of  generations  and 
enabled  them  to  make  valuable  contributions  to  society.   We 
need  to  look  at  what  worked,  how  it  worked  and  how  we  can 
bottle  it  and  transfer  it  to  a  new  system. 

It  is  also  important  that  the  black  community  transfer 
this  educational  legacy  to  the  next  generation  that  may  have 
little  understanding  of  the  importance  played  by  these 
institutions.   It  is  anticipated  that  this  program  will 
cultivate  an  appreciation  for  the  caretakers  involved  in 
these  centers  of  learning  and  stimulate  an  interest  in 
preserving  the  memories  and  artifacts  related  to  this  period 
in  black  history. 


The  society  is  indebted  to  the  North  Carolina  Humanities 
Council  for  its  financial  support  and  guidance  during  the 
proposal  process.   They  believed  in  us.   The  success  of  this 
program  is  also  shared  by  the  black  high  school  alumni 
associations  of  Wake  County  and  the  countless  Wake  County 
citizens  who  participated  so  willingly  and  worked  so  hard. 

This  celebration  for  some  is  a  new  beginning  but  where 
do  we  go  from  here?   Hopefully  there  will  be  other 
celebrations.   Maybe  there  will  one  day  be  a  permanent 
facility  to  house  this  important  legacy.   For  sure,  the 
stature  of  these  institutions  has  been  raised  to  a  new  high. 
The  society  implores  you  to  continue  working  to  keep  and 
preserve  the  black  high  school's  place  in  history. 


Sincerely, 


H( 
President 


'hi lip /J)*.  Henry    / 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AFRO-AMERICAN  HISTORICAL 

and 
GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 

presents 


'OUR  HISTORICALLY  BLACK  HIGH  SCHOOLS' 

FEBRUARY  22,  1992 
10:00  a.m. 

LINDA  SIMMONS-HENRY,  PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON 

JAMES  F.  WHITE,  MODERATOR 


Musical  Exclude 


Invocation 


Song 


Welcome 


The  Occasion 


Greetings 


"Negro  National  Anthem" 


Musical  Selection 

Introduction  of  Speaker 
Solo 


Walter  Chavis 
Washington  High  Graduate 

Rev.  Howard  Todd,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Zebulon,  North  Carolina 

Mr.  Harry  Payne 

J.W.  Ligon  High  Graduate 

Mr.  James  F.  White,  President 
NAACP  South  Central  Branch 
Berry  O'Kelly  High  Graduate 

Dr.  Philip  N.  Henr>',  President 
NC  Afro- American  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 

Mr.  Vernon  Malone,  Chairman 
Wake  County  Board  of 
Commissioners 
DuBois  High  Graduate 

Walker  Sisters 

Berry  O'Kelly  High  Graduates 

Mr.  James  F.  White 

Mr.  Harry  Payne 


Keynote  Speaker 


Solo 


Panel  Discussion 
Dr.  Percy  E.  Murray 
Professor  of  History 
NC  Central  University 
Durham,  NC 


Dr.  Willie  H.  Morton 
Retired  Professor  of  History 
University  of  Chicago 
Berry  O'Kelly  High  Graduate 

Ms.  Docennia  Hammond 
Retired  Wake  County  School  Teacher; 
A  member  of  the  first  graduating 
class  of  Ligon  High  School 


Questions/Comments 
Special  Recognition/Tribute 
Class  Roll 

Closing  Remarks 


Rev.  John  Mendez 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
Winston-Salem,  NC 

Mr.  Melvin  Privette 

James  E.  Shepard  High  Graduate 


Ms.  Pattie  J.  Hill 

Retired  Principal  and  School 

Curriculum  Specialist  of 

Wake  County  Schools 

James  E.  Shepard  High  Graduate 

Mr.  Lawrence  Wray 
Assistant  City  Manager  for  Budget 
and  Adininistration,  Raleigh 
DuBois  High  Graduate 

Mr.  J.  B.  Allen 

Counselor  for  the  State  Division 

of  Vocational  Rehabilitation 

Services 

Washington  High  Graduate 

Mr.  James  F.  White 

Dr.  Philip  N.  Henry 

Ms.  Dorothy  Thorpe 

Apex  Consolidated  Graduate 

Ms.  Linda  Simmons-Henry 
Program  Chairperson 


Benediction 


Rev.  John  Mendez 


LIFT  EVERY  VOICE  AND  SING 

Lift  every  voice  and  sing 

Till  earth  and  heaven  ring 

Ring  with  the  harmonies  of  Liberty; 

Let  our  rejoicing  rise, 

High  as  the  list'ning  skies, 

Let  it  resound  loud  as  the  rolling  sea. 

Sing  a  song  full  of  the  faith  that  the  dark  past  has  taught  us; 

Sing  a  song  full  of  the  hope  that  the  present  has  brought  us. 

Facing  the  rising  sun  of  our  new  day  begun. 

Let  us  march  on  till  victory  is  won. 

Stony  the  road  we  trod, 

Bitter  the  chast'ning  rod. 

Felt  in  the  days  when  hope  unborn  had  died; 

Yet  with  a  steady  beat, 

Have  not  our  weary  feet, 

Come  to  the  place  for  which  our  fathers  sighed? 

We  have  come  over  a  way  that  with  tears  has  been  watered; 

We  have  come  treading  our  path  through  the  blood  of  slaughtered; 

Out  from  the  gloomy  past. 

Till  now  we  stand  at  last 

Where  the  white  gleam  of  our  bright  star  cast. 

God  of  our  weary  years, 

God  of  our  silent  tears. 

Thou  who  has  brought  us  thus  far  on  the  way; 

Thou  who  has  by  Thy  might, 

Led  us  into  the  light, 

Keep  us  forever  in  the  path,  we  pray. 

Lest  our  feet  stray  from  the  places,  our  God,  where  we  meet  Thee; 

Lest  our  hearts,  drunk  with  the  wine  of  the  world,  we  forget  Thee; 

Shadowed  beneath  Thy  hand, 

May  we  forever  stand. 

True  to  our  God, 

True  to  our  Native  land. 


Preserving  the  Oral  History  of  Black  High  Schools 


Interviewees 


Ms.  Maye  Ligon 

Mr.  Thomas  Culler 

Mr.  William  Hooker 

Ms.  Erma  Tyson 

Mr.  Paul  Pope 

Mr.  William  Freeman 

Mr.  Leroy  Burton 

Mr.  Collins  Hinton 

Mr.  Tearusel  Bullock  Henley 

Ms.  Margret  McKnight 

Ms.  Marlene  Sanders- Jones 

Ms.  Shirley  Hinton 

Dr.  James  Edwards 

Ms.  M.  E.  Skinner 

Mr.  W.  E.  Perry 


Teacher,  Washington-Ligon  High 

Principal,  DuBois  High 

Student,  Teacher,  Berry  O'  Kelly  High 

Teacher,  Lockhart  High 

Student,  West  Cary  High 

Principal,  Fuquay  Consolidated 

Teacher,  Fuquay  Consolidated 

Student,  Berry  O 'Kelly 

Fuquay  Consolidated 

Washington  High 

Student,  Washington  High 

Student,  Ligon  High 

Apex  Consolidated 

Teacher,  DuBois  High 

Student,  DuBois  High 


Members  of 

The  North  Carolina 

Afro-American  Historical  & 

Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 

Salute  The  Historically  Black  High  Schools 

Of  Wake  County 

Berry  O'  Kelly  High 

Washington  High 

J.  W.  Ligon  High 

James  E.  Shepard  High 

DuBois  High 

Garner  Consolidated 

Lockhart  High 

Fuquay  Consolidated 

West  Cary  High 

Apex  Consolidated 


Setting  the  pace 
Berry  O'Kelly  High  School 

One  of  the  first  Black  High  Schools  in  NC 


Mascot:  Hornets 

Years:  1923-1965 

Colors:  Black  &  Gold 

Last  Principal:  Mr.  W.  D.  Moore 


Continuing  The  Tradition 
West  Gary  High  School 


Mascot:  Hornets 

Years:  1965-1967 

Colors:  Black  &  Gold 

Last  Principal:  Mr.  J.  Estes  Byers 


Linking  the  present  with  the  past 
Washington  High  School 


Mascot:  Little  Blues 

Years:  1923-1953 

Colors:  Gold  &  White 

Last  Principal:  Mr.  C.  H.  McLendon 


Still  Striving 
Ligon  High  School 


Mascot:  Little  Blues 

Years:  1953-1971 

Colors:  Blue  &  Gold 

Last  Principal:  Mr.  H.  E.  Brown 


The  Way  We  Were 
Fuquay  Consolidated 


Mascot: 

Bisons 

Years: 

1938-1970 

Colors: 

Maroon  &  Gold 

Last  Principal: 

Rev.  William  Freeman 

You  Still  Live  In  Our  Hearts 
Apex  Consolidated 


Mascot: 

Tigers 

Years: 

1951-1970 

Colors: 

Blue  &  Gold 

Last  Principal: 

Mr.  Charles  Keck 

Looking  Through  the  Years 
James  E.  Shepard  High  School 


Mascot:  Lions 

Years:  1933-1970 

Colors:  Blue  &  White 

Last  Principal:  Mr.  Garland  L.  Crews 


Knowledge  comes,  but  wisdom  lingers 
Lockhart  High  School 


Mascot: 

Tigers 

Years: 

1960-1968 

Colors: 

Blue  &  Gold 

Last  Principal: 

Mr.  Johnny  Pettiford 

Those  were  the  days 
Garner  Consolidated 


Mascot: 

Tigers 

Years: 

1935-1968 

Colors: 

Gold  &  Maroon 

Last  Principal: 

Mr.  Ernest  L.  Sanders 

Forever  Faithful 
DuBois  High  School 


Mascot: 

Lions 

Years: 

1928-1969 

Colors: 

Blue  &  White 

Last  Principal: 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Culler 

In  honor  of  our  principals,  students,  faculty,  staff,  and 

administrators: 

"YOUR  CONTRIBUTION  WILL  NEVER  BE  FORGOTTEN 
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The  N.  C.  Afro-American 

Historical  &  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 

is  indebted  to  the 

N.  C.  Humanities  Council  for 

its  financial  support  of  this  program. 


North  Carolina  Afro- American  Historical 

and 

Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  ROARD 


President 

Vice-President 

Recording  Secretary 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past-President 

Directors 


Dr.  Philip  N.  Henry 

Ms.  Joyce  Johnson 

Ms.  Karen  Holding-Jordan 

Ms.  Gwen  Shepard 

Ms.  Janie  M.  Keyes 

Dr.  Dwight  Fennell 

Ms.  Minnie  P.  Bridges,  Membership 

Rev.  Archie  Logan 

Ms.  Linda  Simmons-Henry 


CONFERENCE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 


Ms.  Eloise  Jefferson 

Mr.  James  White 

Ms.  Gertrude  Pope 

Ms.  Minnie  Peebles  Bridges 

Ms.  Pattie  Hill 

Ms.  Thelma  Johnson 

Mr.  Weston  Butler 

Mr.  Thomas  Spence 

Ms.  Alberta  Levingston 

Ms.  Effie  Whitaker  Williams 

Ms.  Sarah  Moore 

Ms.  Barbara  Akinwole 

Dr.  Willie  Morton 

Ms.  Dorothy  Thorpe 

Ms.  Ester  M.  Gill 

Ms.  Margie  D.  Lucas 

Ms.  Bettie  E.  Murchison 

Ms.  Jackie  Jenkins 

Ms.  Doris  Glover 

Ms.  Janie  M.  Keyes 


J.W.  Ligon  High 
Berry  O'Kelly  High 
Washington  High 
Berry  O'Kelly  High 
James  E.  Shepard  High 
James  E.  Shepard  High 
Washington  High 
Fuquay  Consolidated 
Washington&LigonA'eacher 
Washington  High 
DuBois  High 
J.W.  Ligon  High 
Berry  O'Kelly  High 
Apex  Consolidated 
DuBois  High 
DuBois  High 
DuBois  High 
Gamer  Consohdated 
DuBois  High 
Washington  High 


Host/Hostesses 

Ms.  Alberta  Levingston  (Chairperson) 

Ms.  Effie  Whitaker  Williams 

Ms.  Thelma  Johnson 

Ms.  Gertrude  Pope 

Mr.  Thomas  Spence 

Mr.  Weston  Butler 


Exhibits  (Guides') 
Ms.  Gertrude  Pope 
Ms.  Thelma  Johnson 
Mr.  Weston  Butler 
Ms.  Pattie  Hill 
Mr.  Paul  Pope 
Ms.  Dorothy  Thorpe 


Refreshments 
Ms.  Esther  M.  Gill 
Ms.  Margie  D.  Lucas 


Photographer 
Mr.  Willie  Kelly 

Videographer 

Ms.  Michelle  Robbins 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS 


Ms.  Bettie  E.  Murchison,  Chairperson 
Mr.  Thomas  Spence 
Mr.  Weston  B.  Butler 
Ms.  Minnie  P.  Bridges 
Ms.  Renee  Hannah 


Special  Thanks  To 

Mr.  Howard  Burchette 
Art  Department,  St.  Augustine's  College 

N.C.  Archives  &  History 

Faculty/Staff  Support  Center,  St.  Augustine's  College 

Richard  B.  Harrison  Library 

North  Carolina  Humanities  Council,  Inc. 

Food  Lion,  Inc. 

Winn  Dixie,  Inc. 

Pee  Wee  Hunter's  Florist 
Belks  Department  Store 


